
Basic Diatonic Chords 

 
tonic = home 
subdominant and dominant = can both lead away from and toward home. In classical and most European folk, the dominant is the leading-toward-home chord. In blues and rock, the subdominant is usually the leading-toward-home chord.	
  

key tonic subdominant 
incomplete 
dominant 

parallel of 
the dominant 

parallel of 
the tonic 

parallel of the 
subdominant dominant 

scale degree 
(chord quality) I (major) IV (major) vii°(diminished) iii (minor) vi (minor) ii (minor) V7 (major) 

C = CEG F = FAC B° = BDF Em = EGB Am = ACE Dm = DFA G7= GBDF C major 
J’k’Lj’K’k’l J’k’lJ’k’K’l j’K’lJ’k’k’L j’k’Lj’K’k’L J’k’Lj’k’K’l j’K’lJ’k’K’l Lj’K’lJ’K’k’l 

F = FAC Bb=BbDF E° = EGBb Am = ACE Dm = DFA Gm = GBbD C7= CEGBb 
F major 

j’k’lJ’k’K’lJ’k j’K’lJ’k’k”l j’k’Lj’K’k”l J’k’Lj’k’K’l j’K’lJ’k’K’l j’K’lj’K’k”l j’k’Lj’K’k”lJ 
Bb=BbDF Eb=EbGBb A° = ACEb Dm = DFA Gm = GBbD Cm = CEbG F7=FACEb Bb major 
j’k’k”lj’K’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’k”lj’K’k’l j’k’k’lJ’k”lj’k’K’l j’k’k’lj’K’lJ’k’K’l j’k’k”lj’K’lj’K’k’l j’k’k’lJ’k”lj’K’k’l j’k’K’lJ’k”lJ’k’k’l 

Eb=EbGBb Ab=AbCEb D° = DFAb Gm = GBbD Cm = CEbG Fm = FAbC Bb7=BbDFAb 
Eb major 

j’k”lj’K’k”l J’k”lj’k”k’l j’K’lJ’k”k’l j’K’lj’K’k”l J’k”lj’K’k’l J’k’lJ’k”k’l j’K’lJ’k”k”l 
Ab=AbCEb Db = DbFAb G° = GBbDb Cm = CEbG Fm = FAbC Bbm = BbDbF Eb7 = EbGBbDb 

Ab major 
j’k”k’lJ’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’lj”k’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’lj’K’k’l j’k’k’lJ’k”lj’K’k’l j’k”k’lJ’k’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’K’lJ’k’k’l j’K’k”lj”k”lj’k’k’l 

Db = DbFAb Gb = GbBbDb C° = CEbGb Fm = FAbC Bbm = BbDbF Ebm = EbGbBb Ab7=AbCEbGb 
Db major 

j”k’lJ’k”k’l j”k’lj”k’k”l j’k”lj”k’k’lJ j’k’lJ’k’K’lJ j”k’lJ’k’k”l j’k”lj”k’k”l J’k”lj”k”k’l 
Gb = GbBbDb Cb = CbEbGb F° = FAbCb Bbm = BbDbF Ebm = EbGbBb Abm = AbCbEb Db7 = DbFAbCb 

Gb major 
j”k’k”lj”k’lj’k’k’l j”k’k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’k’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’k”lj”k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l J’k”k’Lj“k’lj’k’k’l 

Cb = CbEbGb Fb = FbAbCb Bb° = BbDbFb Ebm = EbGbBb Abm = AbCbEb Dbm = DbFbAb Gb7 = GbBbDbFb 
Cb major 

j"’k’k’Lj’k”lj”k’k’l j"’k”k’Lj’k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’k”lj”k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’lj“k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’Lj”k’k’l 



Basic Diatonic Chords 

 
tonic = home 
subdominant and dominant = can both lead away from and toward home. In classical and most European folk, the dominant is the leading-toward-home chord. In blues and rock, the subdominant is usually the leading-toward-home chord.	
  

key tonic subdominant 
incomplete 
dominant 

parallel of 
the dominant 

parallel of 
the tonic 

parallel of the 
subdominant dominant 

scale degree 
(chord quality) I (major) IV (major) vii°(diminished) iii (minor) vi (minor) ii (minor) V7 (major) 

G = GBD C = CEG F#° = F#AC Bm = BDF# Em = EGB Am = ACE D7 = DF#AC 
G major 

j’K’k’Lj’K’lj’k’k’l j’K’k’lJ’k’Lj’k’k’l j”k’K’lJ’k’lj’k’k’l j”k’k’Lj’K’lj’k’k’l j’K’k’Lj’k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’K’lJ’k’Lj’k’k’l j”k’K’lJ’K’lj’k’k’l 
D = DF#A G = GBD C#° = C#EG F#m = F#AC# Bm = BDF# Em = EGB A7 = AC#EG 

D major 
j’K’lj”k’K’l j’K’lj’K’k’L j”k’Lj’K’k’l j”k’lj”k’K’l j’K’lj”k’k’L j’k’Lj’K’k’L j”k’Lj’K’K’l 

A = AC#E D = DF#A G#° = G#BD C#m = C#EG# F#m = F#AC# Bm = BDF# E7 = EG#BD 
A major 

j’k’K’lj”k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’K’lj’K’lj”k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’K’lj’k’k’l j’k”k’lj”k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’K’lj”k’lj”k’k’l j’k’k’Lj’K’lj”k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’K’Lj’k’k’l 
E = EG#B A = AC#E D#° = D#F#A G#m = G#BD# C#m = C#EG# F#m = F#AC# B7 = BD#F#A 

E major 
j’k’Lj’k”k’L j”k’Lj’k’K’l j’k”lj”k’K’l j’k”lj’k”k’L j”k’Lj’k”k’l j”k’lj”k’K’l j’k”lj”k’K’L 

B = BD#F# E = EG#B A#° = A#C#E D#m = D#F#A# G#m = G#BD# C#m = C#EG# F#7 = F#A#C#E 
B major 

j"’k’k’Lj’k”lj”k’k’l j"’k”k’Lj’k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’k”lj”k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’lj“k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’Lj”k’k’l 
F# = F#A#C# B = BD#F# E#° = E#G#B A#m = A#C#E# D#m = D#F#A# G#m = G#BD# C#7 = C#E#G#B 

F# major 
j”k’k”lj”k’lj’k’k’l j”k’k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’k’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’k”lj”k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l J’k”k’Lj“k’lj’k’k’l 

C# = C#E#G# F# = F#A#C# B#° = B#D#F# E#m = E#G#B# A#m = A#C#E# D#m = D#F#A# G#7 = G#B#D#F# 
C# major 

j”k’lJ’k”k’l j”k’lj”k’k”l j’k”lj”k’k’lJ j’k’lJ’k’K’lJ j”k’lJ’k’k”l j’k”lj”k’k”l J’k”lj”k”k’l 
 



Basic Diatonic Chords 

 
tonic = home 
subdominant and dominant = can both lead away from and toward home. In classical and most European folk, the dominant is the leading-toward-home chord. In blues and rock, the subdominant is usually the leading-toward-home chord.	
  

key tonic subdominant 
parallel of 
the dominant 

parallel of 
the tonic 

parallel of the 
subdominant 

incomplete dominant 
of the dominant 

dominant 
scale degree 

(chord quality) i (minor) iv (minor) VII (major) III (major) VI (major) ii° (diminished) V7 (major) 

Am = ACE Dm = DFA G = GBD C = CEG F = FAC B° = BDF E7 = EG#BD 
A minor 

j’k’K’lJ’k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’K’lj’K’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k’Lj’K’lj’K’k’l j’k’k’lJ’k’Lj’K’k’l j’k’K’lJ’k’lJ’k’k’l j”’k’k’Lj’K’lJ’k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’K’Lj’k’k’l 
Dm = DFA Gm = GBbD C = CEG F = FAC Bb = BbDF E° = EGBb A7 = AC#EG 

D minor 
j’K’lJ’k’K’l j’K’lj’K’k”l J’k’Lj’K’k’l J’k’lJ’k’K’l j’K’lJ’k’k”l j’k’Lj’K’k”l j”k’Lj’K’K’l 

Gm = GBbD Cm = CEbG F = FAC Bb = BbDF Eb=EbGBb A° = ACEb D7 = DF#AC 
G minor 

j’K’k”lj’K’lj’k’k’l j’K’k’lJ’k”lj’k’k’l j’k’K’lJ’k’lJ’k’k’l j”’k’k”lj’K’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’k”lj’K’k’l j’k’K’lJ’k”lj’k’k’l j”k’K’lJ’K’lj’k’k’l 
Cm = CEbG Fm = FAbC Bb = BbDF Eb=EbGBb Ab=AbCEb D° = DFAb G7= GBDF C minor 
J’k”lj’K’k’l J’k’lJ’k”k’l j’K’lJ’k’k”l j’k”lj”k’k”l J’k”lj’k”k’l j’K’lJ’k”k’l Lj’K’lJ’K’k’l 

Fm = FAbC Bbm = BbDbF Eb=EbGBb Ab=AbCEb Db = DbFAb G° = GBbDb C7= CEGBb 
F minor 

j’k’lJ’k’K’lJ j”k’lJ’k’k”l j’k”lj’K’k”l J’k”lj’k”k’l j”k’lJ’k”k’l j’K’lj”k’k”l j’k’Lj’K’k”lJ 
Bbm = BbDbF Ebm = EbGbBb Ab=AbCEb Db = DbFAb Gb = GbBbDb C° = CEbGb F7=FACEb Bb minor 
j’k’k”lj’K’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’k”lj”k’k’l j’k”k’lJ’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’lj”k’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’lj”k’k’l j"’k’k’lJ’k”lj”k’k’l j’k’K’lJ’k”lJ’k’k’l 

Ebm = EbGbBb Abm = AbCbEb Db = DbFAb Gb = GbBbDb Cb = CbEbGb F° = FAbCb Bb7=BbDFAb 
Eb minor 

j’k”lj”k’k”l j’k”lj’k”k’L j”k’lJ’k”k’l j”k’lj”k’k”l j’k”lj”k’k’L j’k’lJ’k”k’L j’K’lJ’k”k”l 
Abm = AbCbEb Dbm = DbFbAb Gb = GbBbDb Cb = CbEbGb Fb = FbAbCb Bb° = BbDbFb Eb7 = EbGBbDb 

Ab minor 
j’k”k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’lj“k’Lj’k’k’l j”k’k”lj”k’lj’k’k’l j”k’k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l j"’k”k’Lj’k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’Lj’k’k’l j’K’k”lj”k”lj’k’k’l 



Basic Diatonic Chords 

 
tonic = home 
subdominant and dominant = can both lead away from and toward home. In classical and most European folk, the dominant is the leading-toward-home chord. In blues and rock, the subdominant is usually the leading-toward-home chord.	
  

key tonic subdominant 
parallel of 
the dominant 

parallel of 
the tonic 

parallel of the 
subdominant 

incomplete dominant 
of the dominant 

dominant 
scale degree 

(chord quality) i (minor) iv (minor) VII (major) III (major) VI (major) ii° (diminished) V (major) 

Em = EGB Am = ACE D = DF#A G = GBD C = CEG F#° = F#AC B7 = BD#F#A 
E minor 

j’k’Lj’K’k’L J’k’Lj’k’K’l j’K’lj”k’K’l j’K’lj’K’k’L J’k’Lj’K’k’l J’k’lj”k’K’l j’k”lj”k’K’L 
Bm = BDF# Em = EGB A = AC#E D = DF#A G = GBD C#° = C#EG F#7 = F#A#C#E 

B minor 
j’k’k’Lj’K’lj”k’k’l j’k’k’Lj’k’Lj’K’k’l j’k’K’lj”k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’K’lj’K’lj”k’k’l j’k’k’Lj’K’lj’K’k’l j’k’k’lj”k’Lj’K’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’Lj”k’k’l 

F#m = F#AC# Bm = BDF# E = EG#B A = AC#E D = DF#A G#° = G#BD C#7 = C#E#G#B 
F# minor 

j”k’K’lj”k’lj’k’k’l j”k’k’Lj’K’lj’k’k’l j"’k”k’Lj’k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’K’lj”k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’K’lj’K’lj”k’k’l j’k”k’Lj’K’lj’k’k’l J’k”k’Lj“k’lj’k’k’l 
C#m = C#EG# F#m = F#AC# B = BD#F# E = EG#B A = AC#E D#° = D#F#A G#7 = G#B#D#F# 

C# minor 
j”k’Lj’k”k’l j”k’lj”k’K’l j’k”lj”k’k’L j’k’Lj’k”k’L j”k’Lj’k’K’l j’k”lj”k’K’l J’k”lj”k”k’l 

G#m = G#BD# C#m = C#EG# F# = F#A#C# B = BD#F# E = EG#B A#° = A#C#E D#7 = D#FXA#C# 
G# minor 

j’k”k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’lj“k’Lj’k’k’l j”k’k”lj”k’lj’k’k’l j”k’k’Lj’k”lj’k’k’l j"’k”k’Lj’k’Lj’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’Lj’k’k’l j’K’k”lj”k”lj’k’k’l 
D#m = D#F#A# G#m = G#BD# C# = C#E#G# F# = F#A#C# B = BD#F# E#° = E#G#B A#7 = A#CXE#G# 

D# minor 
j’k”lj”k’k”l j’k”lj’k”k’L j”k’lJ’k”k’l j”k’lj”k’k”l j’k”lj”k’k’L j’k’lJ’k”k’L j’K’lJ’k”k”l 

A#m = A#C#E# D#m = D#F#A# G# = G#B#D# C# = C#E#G# F# = F#A#C# B#° = B#D#F# E#7 = E#GXB#D# 
A# minor 

j’k’k”lj’K’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj’k”lj”k’k’l j’k”k’lJ’k”lj’k’k’l j’k”k’lj”k’lJ’k’k’l j’k’k”lj”k’lj”k’k’l j"’k’k’lJ’k”lj”k’k’l j’k’K’lJ’k”lJ’k’k’l 
 


